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Welcome to Jim Henson’s Turkey Hollow 
premiering on Lifetime® on Saturday, November 
21 at 8/7c. Chock full of original characters, 
the story follows recently divorced dad (Jay 
Harrington) and his two kids as they travel to 
celebrate Thanksgiving with eccentric Aunt Cly 
(Mary Steenburgen) in rustic Turkey Hollow. 
Ludacris appears as an on-screen narrator. 
The live-action, family-friendly film is based on 
original characters and a story written in 1968 
by creative mastermind Jim Henson and his 
longtime writing partner, Jerry Juhl. 

Exploring the wooded environs leads the kids to 
discover the elusive, legendary myth “Howling 
Hoodoo.” When a scheming neighbor threatens 
to unjustly frame Aunt Cly and her visiting 
family members for his lost turkeys, the family 
enlists surprising new friends to help save the 
day. Along the way, students can explore many 
important themes including mythology, family 
and local history, along with the importance 
of “unplugging” in today’s busy world. This 
Thanksgiving adventure is a fun way for families 
to connect with a magical world imagined by 
Jim Henson. 
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VIEWING SUGGESTIONS 

Jim Henson’s Turkey Hollow is appropriate for 
students in grade 5 and above and is great for 
family viewing. Portions of this guide can be 
used before, during and after viewing to further 
explore the topics and themes covered in the 
film. It is rated TV-PG L.

VOCABULARY 

Jim Henson’s Turkey Hollow introduces terms 
that may be new to some viewers. Define some 
of the terms below before or after watching. 
(Choose which terms to define based on age 
and reading level of those who are watching.)
wit
surveillance
incarnation
supernatural
bootleg
dubious
eccentric
siempre verde (forever green)
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PRE-VIEWING QUESTIONS 

Jim Henson’s Turkey Hollow explores the myth of the “Howling Hoodoo.” From the start, viewers are 
not sure whether this creature is just a legend or, perhaps, real. Discuss the terms myth and legend 
with your students or children. What is the definition of each term? How do they differ? What are 
some other examples of myths? Students can also define these terms themselves using a dictionary. 

This film is called Jim Henson’s Turkey Hollow. Just the title can spark a conversation with children. 
What does the word hollow mean as it is used in this title? Ask them to search for the meaning of this 
term and discuss its multiple meanings. What distinguishes a “hollow” from a town or other area? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. In this film, Tim and Annie visit Aunt Cly and discover she has no television and no Internet access 
   in her home. How do they react? Why does Annie argue that the Internet is an important resource?

2. The story in this film is based on the myth of the “Howling Hoodoo” which is described as being 10 
    feet tall with long claws and fangs. Do you think a creature like the “Howling Hoodoo” could be 
    real? Why or why not?

3. Jim Henson’s Turkey Hollow takes place in the Pacific Northwest. Where is the Pacific Northwest? 
    (If you don’t know, ask your teachers or parents.)

3. Tim, Annie and their father decide to visit Aunt Cly for Thanksgiving. Why do families spend 
    holidays together? What are some holiday traditions you enjoy?

4. In this film, the phrase “truth is stranger than fiction” is used. What do you think this phrase 
    means? Can you give an example of truth being stranger than fiction?

5. Tim and Annie rely on each other to solve the mystery of the “Howling Hoodoo.” Why is 
    cooperation with siblings and friends important? 

6. During the film, Tim and Annie and their families find out something unexpected about the 
   “Howling Hoodoo.” Why do you think Aunt Cly kept the real story a secret?

7. In Turkey Hollow things happen that seem magical. Do you believe in magic? What things that you 
    have seen, read about, or experienced that seem magical?
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ACTIVITIES

1. DRAW 
Before or after watching, draw the “Howling Hoodoo.” You can use your imagination to depict what 
you think it would look like, or you can use what you learned about the Hoodoo from watching the 
film to create your drawing. In small groups, describe the features of your Hoodoo and your approach 
to the drawing. 

2. WRITE
Imagine you are Tim or Annie and you have just entered Turkey Hollow in search of the “Howling 
Hoodoo.” Write a letter or journal entry about what you think you might find. Follow up with a second 
letter or journal entry from the perspective of Tim or Annie once they have discovered the truth 
about the Hoodoo.

3. EXPLORE 
By watching Jim Henson’s Turkey Hollow you will learn about the imagination and vision of Jim 
Henson. Visit http://www.henson.com/ to learn more about his characters, play games and watch 
short videos.

TURKEY HOLLOW WORD SEARCH

Search for the terms related to Turkey Hollow below and circle them when you find them. 

Howling

Hoodoo

Magical

Turkey

Hollow

Wit

Tradition

LEARN MORE

Visit the official show site: http://www.mylifetime.com/movies/jim-hensons-turkey-hollow
The Jim Henson Legacy: www.jimhensonlegacy.org/
Jim Henson’s Fantastic World: 
http://www.sites.si.edu/exhibitions/exhibits/henson/Henson%20Brochure%20FINAL.pdf

http://www.henson.com/
http://www.mylifetime.com/movies/jim-hensons-turkey-hollow
http://www.jimhensonlegacy.org/
http://www.sites.si.edu/exhibitions/exhibits/henson/Henson%20Brochure%20FINAL.pdf

